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has often been a source of inspiration for France. In times of
crisis—as in 1871, in the storm of the Dreyfus case, in 1914 and
in 1944—it has helped France to renew her vitality with a
resilience which has amazed the world. But in times of greater
normality, it has been more of a drag on social progress and
democratic evolution than a spur.
The Middle Classes
The social basis of the Third Republic had its centre of
gravity in the middle classes. Whereas the peasantry, from the
first, gained solid advantages from the Republic in the form of
consolidation and protection for their property: and the in-
dustrial workers gained freedom to organize themselves for
collective bargaining and direct action; the middle classes
found, in the parliamentary Republic, an avenue for career,
power and wealth which gained them Ultimate political pre-
dominance. In so far as there was tension between agriculture
and industry, peasant and industrial worker, the middle classes
held, by reason of their entrenched position, a sort of casting
vote between the two main blocs of economic interest.
To explain broad historical development by the 'rise of the
middle classes' has become an overworked device of historians.
This peculiarly self-raising class has been made unduly re-
sponsible for the growth of nationalism, imperialism, mon-
archy, democracy, dictatorship, and every other cism5 and
'archy' invented by historians. But there is a real and concrete
sense in which 1875 was a far more complete triumph for the
French bourgeoisie than either 1789 or even 1830* With nobility
rendered powerless, peasantry placated and industrial interests
still kept subservient to bourgeois needs, the middle classes after
1875 gained solid control of all the apparatus of the State, and
of most of the key positions in French society. The sequence of
epithets applied to the Third Republic—La Republique des Cama-
rades, La Republique des Professeurs, even La Republique des Com-
plicesy are but variants of this general truth.1 M. Albert
1 Cf. Daniel Halevy: La Republique des Corrtitfa (1934); Robert
de Jouvenel: La Republique des Camarades (1934); A. Thibaudet: La

